
Sparks PTA Meeting 

is Tuesday night! 

Brenda Bird’s  

Fantastic Program 

follows the  

6:30 meeting 

 

  

 

S P A R K S  E L E M E N T A R Y  P T A  

Celebrating 10 Years of Giving 

SPARKS PTA NEWSSPARKS PTA NEWS  

JJ ANUARYANUARY   20122012  

Happy New Year!! I hope everyone enjoyed the time off with their families but who would have 

thought January would fly by so quickly? We are almost into February! The year 2011 was a great 

one for Sparkôs. We had a successful fundraiser, several PTA sponsored Programs and our commu-

nity partnership, chaired by Lisa Allison, continues to make new ground. Watch in the upcoming 

months for more community partnership events. Spring is around the corner and we have many 

events planned to welcome it in. The kids will be receiving a visit from Crazy George, the Texas Leg-

ends Ambassador, science experiments with High Touch High Tech, Valentines Parties, and the 1 st 

and 3 rd  grade musical just to name a few. Watch your kidsô folder and check the website often to see 

what we have coming up!  

 

It is never to late to get involved in PTA and what a great way to start 2012. Explore 

www.mysparkspta.org  to see where you might lend a hand and/or keep up to date on everything 

Sparks PTA is doing.  

 

I invite you all to come to the PTA meeting on January 24 th  to hear the entertaining Brenda Bird 

speak on how to Avoid Power Struggles with Love. Logic, and Laughter . I promise the night 

will be filled with sound advice presented in an entertaining way!  

Cheryl Pembleton , President  Sparks PTA  
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Thank you to all of our students who participated this year in the 
2011 Reflections Program!  
 
Abby Allison   Khari Bailey   Morgan Buchanan  Nola Becker  Maggie Cammack  
Keshav Chandran  Andrea Davila   Kelly Finley   Makaya Dunn  Geraldine Dingman  
Christian Dutcher  Megan Gallagher  Mathew Gartner   Ben Hughes  Heidi Gallagher  
Keeley Gallagher  Emma Hawkins   Abigail Hawkins   Sahil Jain   Grace Heldebrandt  
Caleigh Johnson  Sydney Kerbow   Addison Kerbow   Cyra Juma   Megan Koontz   
Joseph McPeek   Cody Meyers   Nikhil Nehra   Saloni Nehra  Madison Neill  
Shalika Padhi   Addison Parker   Hannah Saadat   Bilal Saadat  Ashley Scamardo  
Dillon Schnell   Jerah Sonne   Michael Sorensen  Grace Wang  Isabella Vci   
Robert Sorensen  Isabella Todd   Shashi Swaminathan   
 
A big congratulations to the following entries who moved onto the Regional Competition 
Level. We are awaiting those results.  
 
Khari Bailey   Photography    Morgan Buchanan  Visual Arts  
Keshav Chandran  Visual Arts     Megan Gallagher  Photography  
Heidi Gallagher   Film Production    Joseph McPeek   Visual Arts  
Dillon Schnell   Photography    Saloni Nehra   Visual Arts and Literature  
Jerah Sonne   Visual Arts     Michael Sorensen  Photography  
Grace Wang   Visual Arts  
 
Thanks to all the parents for supporting the kids with this great program!  
Debbie Schnell , Reflections Chairperson  

Sparks 2011 Reflections  

 

 

 
The Valentineõs Exchange will be held 

Tuesday, February 14th. 

 

Kinderñ2nd Grades 1:00ñ1:45 

3rsñ5th Grades 2:00ñ2:45  
 
White gift bags will be sent home to 

be decorated by the students. Stu-

dents will exchange valentines with 

their friends and receive a special 

snack and drink to celebrate their 

friendship. Parents are welcome, but 

must check in at the front office. 

 
Contact Abigail Mogote  

with questions. 

Do you feel as if youôve been run over when coping with your kids and their power struggles?   
Join us for this FREE seminar:  

 
Avoiding Power Struggles With Love, Logic & Laughter  

www.loveandlogic.com  
 

Do your kids know how to push your buttons?   
 

Laugh and learn with this former teacher and dynamic mother of three ñawesomeò sons! Brenda has 
been called ñthe Erma Bombeck of our times.ò  You will be inspired, motivated and entertained but 
most importantly you will have the tools you need to be the parent or teacher your children need for 
you to be!  

 
Jennifer Canterbury , VP Programs  

PTA Program with Brenda Bird: Avoiding Power Struggles with Love, Logic & Laughter  
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1/24 PTA Meeting/Speaker 

1/27 Spirit Store Open  

2/1 Sage GT Pizza Night & Parent 

 Meeting 

2/10 Spirit Store Open  

2/14 Valentine Exchange 

2/16 PTA Meeting and  

 3rd Grade Musical  

2/20 School Out 

2/23 Chick- Fil - A Spirit Day  

12,000+

School Directory  

FUND OUR FUTURE!  WAY TO GO SPARKS!  

Happy 2012 Sparks! We closed out 2011 with a fantastic and successful fund-

raiser.  Because of ñFund Our Futureò, Sparks PTA was able to gift $20,000 to 

Sparks Elementary. With our gift, Sparks Elementary was able to purchase 32 

iPads and accessories. This is such an incredible opportunity for the students of 

Sparks.  Thank you to Brandon Hunter , our technology ñguruò for his guidance 

and expertise in the purchase of these wonderful tools. Also, thank you to all the 

Sparks families who made ñFund Our Futureò so successful.  Donôt forget, you can 

help Sparks earn money by shopping at your favorite stores. Please visit 

www.dealsforschools.com  and register. See school directory for specific directions.  

 

Thank you again for all you do to make Sparks such a spectacular school!!  

Sherri Makrigeorgis , VP Fundraising  

We are entering into the final phase of the 
2011 ï 2012 PTA Membership drive. To 
date, we have an impressive number of 
members ï 634!! There is still time to join 
and receive all the benefits of membership.  
Along with informational updates and retail 
discounts, you will receive a copy of the 
Spark directory. To join, please log on to 
our PTA website www.mysparkspta.org  and 
click on the membership tab to find the 
form to complete. If you have any ques-
tions, please feel free to contact me at 
membership@sparkspta.org . 
 
Ann Brown ,  
VP Membership  
 

Community Partners Pays Off!  

 
  
   Labels collected to date!  

 

   LABEL CHAMPIONS  
   Mrs. Barrôs class 
   Mrs. Johnsonôs class 
   Mrs. Andersonôs class 
   Mrs. Foxôs class 
   Mrs. Sullivanôs class 
   Mrs. Leatherwoodôs class 
    2 weeks in a row!  
    
  200+ Label Students  

  Kaitlyn Moats  Jackson Rotello  

  Emily Weeks  Garrett Marshall  

  Griffin Graham  Holland Relander  
 
Thank you to all who have saved and sent in 
labels.  We received our first check this school 
year from Box Tops for $1,939.40 . Thanks to 
Sherri Makrigeorgis, Irma Fischer, Abi-
gail Mogote, Cary Morgan, Sandye Tang, 
Alisha Rand  and Avery Wentz  for helping 
count and bundle all those Box Tops!    
  
We have received over 30 Labels for Educa-
tion 100 point bonus sheets so far.  Thatôs 
3000+ points for items such as playground 
equipment and classroom supplies!  It's not 
too late to send it in if you still have one.  
  
Have you linked your Kroger Reward 
card?  We have until April 30 th  to earn 
free  money from Kroger's Neighbor to 
Neighbor program for the 2011 -2012 school 
year. Please get it linked soon!   Information 
on the program and how to link your card can 
b e  f o u n d  a t  h t t p : / /
ww w .k r oge r n e ig hbo r to ne ig hb o r .co m /
pdf/10000090616.pdf  

  
Mark your calendars for our next spirit day ð 
February 23 rd  at Chick -Fil-A!  

 
 
Lisa Allison ,  
Community Partners Chairperson  

Sparks Birthdays!  

1/14  Dawn Jones  

1/18  Nancy Knotts  

1/26  Michele Pool   

2/3  Danielle Dress  

2/9  Michele Weeks  

2/12  Sarah Ahmadieh  

2/17  Katherine Martin  

3/12  Patricia Gomez ðcafe  

3/23  Megan Burlison   

3/30  Denise Weber  

3/30  Bethany Jones  

Hospitality  

Hospitality would like to thank all the wonderful parents once again for your hard work and 
participation for the Teacher Holiday Treats Day on December 13 th .  It was amazing to see 
all the goodies that were brought in. There were so many treats, the teachers were able to 
make the rounds two times, some even made it a third time to fill up their platters of home-
made cookies, pretzels, breads, muffins etc.  The teachers said it looked like a bakery and 
they thought it was the best Holiday Treats Day ever!  We truly appreciate all that you do 
for our outstanding teachers at Sparks. You made them feel very special.    
 

Thank you,  

 

Kimilee Pelham and Andrea Wentz  

Hospitality  Co-Chairs  
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We hope that the directory is serving as a 

useful resource for you and your family. 

Make sure to check out the local businesses 

that contributed to the directory and the 

ways that you can support the PTA through 

everyday ways.  An addendum will be sent 

home next week with your student.  It can 

also be found on the PTA website and at-

tached to this newsletter.    

 

Dawn Rice ,  

Directory  

Membership  
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